
Aerial Lifts 
 
About 26 construction workers die each year from using 
aerial lifts. More than half of the deaths involve boom-
supported lifts, such as bucket trucks and cherry pickers; 
most of the other deaths involve scissor lifts. Electrocutions, 
falls, and tipovers cause most of the deaths. Other causes 
include being caught between the lift bucket or guardrail and 
object (such as steel beams or joists) and being struck by 
falling objects. (A worker can also be catapulted out of a 
bucket, if the boom or bucket is struck by something.)  
 
To prevent falls: 
To help keep workers inside guardrails or in buckets, OSHA 
requires either a full-body harness or a positioning device on 
bucket trucks or boom-supported lifts. OSHA accepts a 
positioning device (belt) with a short lanyard, if there is an anchorage inside the bucket. 
 
OSHA says a qualified person, by extensive knowledge, training, and experience, can solve problems related to 
the subject matter.  A competent person is capable of identifying existing and predictable hazards and has 
authorization to take prompt measures to eliminate them. 
 
Aerial equipment may be powered or manually operated and are deemed aerial lifts whether or not they are 
capable of rotating about a substantially vertical axis. 
 
When working on Aerial equipment the following rules will be required: 

 Lift controls shall be tested each day prior to use to determine that such controls are in safe working 
condition. 

 Only authorized persons shall operate an aerial lift. 
 Belting off to an adjacent pole, structure, or equipment while working from an aerial lift shall not be 

permitted. 
 Employees shall always stand firmly on the floor of the basket, and shall not sit or climb on the edge of 

the basket or use planks, ladders or other devices for a work position. 
 A positioning device shall be worn and a lanyard attached to the boom or basket when working from an 

aerial lift. 
 Boom and basket load limits specified by the manufacturer shall not be exceeded. 
 The brakes shall be set and when outriggers are used, they shall be positioned on pads or a solid surface. 

Wheel chocks shall be installed before using an aerial lift on an incline, provided they can be safely 
installed. 

 An aerial lift truck shall not be moved when the boom is elevated in a working position with men in the 
basket, except for equipment which is specifically designed for this type of operation. 

 Articulating boom and extensible boom platforms, primarily designed as personnel carriers, shall have 
both platform (upper) and lower controls. Upper controls shall be in or beside the platform within easy 
reach of the operator. Lower controls shall provide for overriding the upper controls. Controls shall be 
plainly marked as to their function. Lower level controls shall not be operated unless permission has 
been obtained from the employee in the lift, except in case of emergency. 

 Climbers shall not be worn while performing work from an aerial lift. 
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