
 

Scaffold planks 
 

 All scaffold planks must be inspected and tested before use. 
 Lumber or manufactured scaffold planks used for a work platform must consist of at least two planks 

placed side by side to provide a work surface with a nominal width of 50 cm (20 in.), or nominal width 
of 30 cm (12 in.) for ladder-jack platforms. 

 Scaffold planks should completely cover the area between front and rear vertical supports or the rear 
guardrail. 

 Scaffold planks must be secured against any movement in any direction (including uplift). 
 

Sawn wood planks (lumber planks) 
 Sawn wood planks must be hand-selected from Douglas fir-larch, hemlock-fir, spruce-pine-fir, or coast-

Sitka-spruce only, and in the following grades and sizes: 
 

Grade Minimum Width 
Select Structural -  
Scaffold Planks 

38 x 235 2 x 10 2 x 10 
(nominal) 

Select Structural — 
Joists & Planks 

38 x 235 2 x 10 2 x 10 
(nominal) 

No. 2 and Better — 
Joists & Planks 

48 x 251 2 x 10 
(rough sawn) 

No. 2 and Better — 
Joists & Planks* 

38 x 235 2 x 10 2 x 10 
(dressed/nominal) 

* Important: These planks must be doubled, one on top of the other. 
 

Have two workers who together weigh at least 148 kg (325 lb.) stand on the center of the supported plank. Do 
not jump up and down on the plank. 
  
Reject the plank if any of the following events occur: 
 The plank bends enough to contact the ground 
 Cracking sounds are heard (indicating fiber overstressing) 
 After removal of the test load, the plank fails to return to 

its original position (i.e., it remains bent) 
 

Scaffold planks passing this test should be identified by stenciling 
or end painting. It is also advisable to have the ends of the planks 
encased in metal sleeves or jackets for damage protection and additional identification. 
 

To prevent damage, scaffold planks must be handled carefully, used correctly, and stored properly. 
 

Scaffold planks must never be overloaded, used as sills, or subjected to any condition that could affect the 
integrity of the plank as a working platform. 
 

     
                  

To test a plank, have two workers 
stand on the center of it. 


